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northern part of the island. There are not two kinds between 
Lake Wanaka and the west coast. I have examined more than 
twenty specimens, and all of them belonged to the same species. 
They were about as large as a well-sized Fowl, therefore rather 
larger than the Kiwi, which I likewise found during this trip. 

I do not know whether a specimen of this interesting bird has 
ever been preserved in spirits and sent to Europe, to determine 
whether the osteology agrees with that of other birds. Our 
provincial government is organizing extensive scientific expe- 
ditions for the thorough examination of the west coast; and it 
is to be hoped that we shall soon obtain live birds of this species 
to examine and ascertain all those details about them which 
want of time during my voyage prevented me from doing. 


XXVIII.—A Sixth additional List of Birds from Natal. 
By J. H. Gurney, M.P., F.Z.S. 
(Plate IX.) 

I nave the pleasure of communicating to the readers of the ‘Ibis’ 
some further notes on the birds of Natal, which have been for- 
warded to me by my friend Mr. Ayres, with an additional col- 
lection of the birds of that colony. 

The remarks which I have appended to some of Mr. Ayres’s 
observations are distinguished by brackets and initials, as on 
previous occasions. 


218. GYPAETUS MERIDIONALIS, Bp. Southern Lammergeyer. 

Male. Immature. Iris very light greyish brown, surrounded 
by a broad and bright ring of scarlet; the eye very small for 
the size of the bird; bill pale, cere and base bluish ; tarsi and 
feet ash-colour. The Lammergeyers are not at all plentiful here ; 
they are very seldom seen on the coast, principally confining 
themselves to precipitous country more inland. The only loca- 
lity in which I have yet seen them has been amongst the rocky 
hills of the Inanda location, or thereabouts, where they sail slowly 
about in search of their food, generally singly, but occasionally 
in pairs. 

Their flight so much resembles that of the larger Falcons that, 
on shooting a specimen, I was much surprised and disappointed 
to find so much of the Vulture about it. 


Ibis, 1664, PL, IX 
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These birds swallow good-sized bones; the stomach of the 
specimen which I shot was crammed with them. They had evi- 
dently been swallowed without any meat: in fact, I saw this bird 
alight and pick up a good-sized bone, with which he was making 
off when I bagged him. The largest of these bones was, I think, 
part of the vertebra of an ox, and measured about 4 inches 
in length, nearly 3 inches in breadth, and 2 inches in thickness. 
A considerable quantity of hair of the Rock Rabbit (Hyrax ca- 
pensis) was amongst and adhering to the bones in the Lammer- 
geyer’s stomach, proving that the bird also preys on this animal ; 
and as the Rock Rabbits are very numerous in the rocky country 
frequented by the Lammergeyer, and are particularly fond of 
choosing exposed situations on the tops of rocks and large stones, 
and of sleeping there in the sun on hot days, no doubt they are 
often pounced upon and carried away by their powerful enemies, 
though the feet and claws of the Lammergeyer do not appear 
much formed for grasping. 


219. CoTYLE PALUDICOLA (Daud.). South African Sand- 
Martin. 

Male and female. Iris dusky brown ; bill nearly black ; tarsi 
and feet dusky. These Martins I have never seen on the coast. 
I found many of them during the winter months about the 
stream near Pieter-Maritzburg; they occasionally alighted to 
rest on the overhanging reeds, where, I have no doubt, they roost 
at night, as I have frequently found them thus perched before 
the sun rose. 

Sometimes they hunted singly, sometimes in companies ; and, 
their flight being very eccentric, I found them difficult to shoot. 
The plumage of both sexes is alike. 


220. NECTARINIA OLIVACEA, Smith. Olivaceous Sun-bird. 
Male and female. Iris dark; bill black; tarsi and feet dusky 
black. These birds are common on the coast and for some 
distance inland; they are particularly fond of shady banana 
groves, taking the nectar from the long drooping flowers of the 
plant, and chasing one another about with great pertinacity. 
The plumage of the female is not so bright as that of the male. 
ZAR 
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221. NECTARINIA VERREAUXII, Smith. Verreaux’s Sun-bird. 

Male. Iris dark ; bill black ; tarsi and feet dusky. Their food 
consists of nectar and small insects. I have only seen these 
Sun-birds in the coast bush, and not so plentifully as most other 
species of Nectarinia. From what I could see, I think their 
habits resemble those of Nectarinia afra. 


222. DRYMŒCA SUBSTRIATA, Smith. Speckle-breasted Dry- 
meeca. 

Male. Iris light reddish brown; bill black; tarsi and feet 
dusky pale. The female is similar in size and plumage to the 
male, 

I found a family of this Drymeca in July (midwinter here) 
about forty miles inland, amongst some scrubby bush; also a 
solitary individual some time after, in some high sedgy grass. 
These birds seem much to resemble Drymeca subflava in habits 
and appearance. Their food consists of small insects. 


223. CALAMOHERPE GRACILIROSTRIS, Hartl. Slender-billed 
Reed-Warbler. 

Male. Iris reddish hazel; bill, upper mandible dusky, under 
mandible pale ; tarsi and feet very dark ash or ashy black. These 
birds are less plentiful than most of the Warblers, but are gene- 
rally dispersed throughout the colony, They are always found 
amongst the reeds and rushes which border the streams, rivers, 
and lagoons. Their notes are loud, clear, and pleasant. They fly 
with greater ease and swiftness than most of the Drymeecas. 
Their food consists of small insects. 

[Dr. Hartlaub considers this species of Reed- Warbler to be new 
to science, and has furnished me with the following description 
of it :— 

“ CALAMOHERPE GRACILIROSTRIS, Sp. NOV. 


“ Supra pallide brunnescens, pileo subcinerascente ; uropygio et 
supracaudalibus magis rufescentibus ; cauda brunnea; re- 
migibus nigricanti-fuscis; fasciola supraciliari et corpore 
inferiore albidis; abdomine imo, cruribus et subcaudalibus 
pallide fulvescentibus; subalaribus rufescenti-albidis ; pe- 
dibus nigris; rostro fusco, mandibula versus basin pallidi- 
ore: long. tota 6'5, ale 3-0, caudæ 3:0, rostr. a fronte 0'6, 
poll. Angl. et dec.” —J. H. G.] 


from the Colony of Natal. 349 


224. ERYTHROPYGIA PECTORALIS, Smith. Thorn-Chat. 

Male. Iris hazel; bill dusky; tarsi and feet pale dusky. 

I got this bird amongst the thorns inland, and have also seen 
it in the bush near D’Urban; but it is certainly not plentiful. 
It feeds upon insects; its song is sweet, but weak. 


225. THAMNOLEA CINNAMOMEIVENTRIS (Lafr.), White- 
shouldered Chat. 

Male. Passing a Dutch farmer’s one day, I saw this Chat 
hopping about upon a large stack of faggots some 200 yards 
from the house. Being a scarce bird, I shot it at once, when 
one of the farmer’s sons came running to me, exclaiming, in 
tones of anguish, “ What have you done? You have shot the 
Mock-bird.” He went on to tell me that it was a great favourite 
of theirs; that it came into the house every day to be fed, and 
was particularly fond of admiring itself in the parlour looking- 
glass ; and that the bird had been with them for years. I ex- 
pressed my sorrow for having been so unfortunate as to cause 
them such grief for the loss of their favourite, and offered to 
preserve the skin and send it tothem; but the young Dutchman 
said, “Of what use is the skin? The bird is dead; keep it.” 
The specimen sent is the skin of this curious bird. 


226. PETROCINCLA EXPLORATOR, Vieill. Sentinel Rock- 
Thrush, i 

Male. Iris dark hazel; bill, tarsi, and feet black. 

These birds are found in the open country, and are generally 
seen perched on some low hillock or stone. They are solitary, 
and not at all plentiful. Their food consists of small insects. 


227. Turpus curNeyI, Hartl. Gurney’s Thrush. 

Male. Iris hazel ; bill dusky ; tarsi and feet dusky pale. This 
bird I shot in the bush on a precipitous range of hills about six 
miles beyond Pieter-Maritzburg ; it is, L believe, the only one 
I have seen, and I know nothing of its habits. 

[My friend Dr. Hartlaub, who has examined this specimen, 
considers that it belongs to a species hitherto undescribed, to 
which he has paid me the compliment of attaching my name. 

The following detailed description (with the aid of the an- 
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nexed Plate, from a drawing by Mr. Wolf) will supply the means 

for a ready identification of the species. 

“ TURDUS GURNEYI, sp. nov. (Pl. IX.) 

“ Supra brunneo-olivaceus : macula inter oculum et rictum, gut- 
ture, pectore et hypochondriis lete cinnamomeo-rufis ; ab- 
domine et subcaudalibus pure albis ; cauda dorso concolore ; 
tectricibus alarum majoribus nigris, macula alba terminatis ; 
subalaribus albis cinnamomeo mixtis, margine frontali ru- 
fescente; rostro nigro; pedibus pallidis : long. tota 6-5, 
ale 4:5, caudæ 3:3, tarsi 1:3 poll. Angl. et dec. 

“JI have great pleasure in naming this fine new typical Turdus 
after Mr. J..H. Gurney, who has so materially advanced our 
knowledge of South-African ornithology by his able papers on 
the Natal collections of Mr. Ayres.”—J. H. G.] 


228. LIOPTILUS NIGRICAPILLUS, Vieill. Bush Black-cap. 

Male. Iris hazel; bill pale, tinged with red; tarsi and feet 
pale. I have, at different periods, met with several solitary in- 
dividuals of this species, always either amongst dense under- 
wood or thick creeping plants. They appeared to be sluggish 
in their habits, and to feed on small fruits and berries. Their 
stomachs contained no insects. 


229. CAMPEPHAGA NIGRA, Vieill. Black Caterpillar-eater. 

Male. Iris very dark brown; bill black, yellow at the gape; 
tarsi and feet black. 

This bird, when sitting, much resembles the Drongo Shrikes 
in appearance, but, on a near inspection, may be readily distin- 
guished by its straight tail, that of the Drongos diverging 
broadly at the tip. The few I have seen were solitary birds. The 
one now sent I observed frequently fly down from the tree on 
which it was stationed, on to the grass, to pick up caterpillars. 

[In Dr. Hartlaub’s work on the Birds of West Africa, the 
following expressions occur with reference to this species :— 
“ Nitide nigra sneo-resplendens, macula scapulari longiuscula 
letissime croceo-flava * * * foem. tota nigra, macula scapu- 
lari flava nulla.” 

The present specimen, which is marked by Mr. Ayres as a 
male, and another example which was sent to me from Damara- 
land by Mr. C. J. Andersson, and which was ticketed as a male 
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by that gentleman, are both entirely black, and show no signs 
of the yellow shoulder-spots described by Dr. Hartlaub, which 
leads me to think that the South-African bird must be specifi- 
cally distinct from that which is found in Senegambia, to which 
Dr. Hartlaub’s description relates, and to which the specific 
name of zanthornoides of Lesson ought probably to be restricted. 

I am confirmed in this view by Le Vaillant’s account of 
the South-African species, in which he makes no allusion to a 
yellow shoulder-spot, but says, “ Elle a le plumage absolument 
noir, mais d’un noir trés-lustré * * * la femelle est plus petite 
que le mâle, et son noir est moins lustré.”—J. H. G.] 


230. Dicrurus LUDWIGI, Smith. Ludwig’s Drongo. 

Male. Iris dark scarlet ; bill black. This species appears to 
frequent more dense bush than is the case with Dicrurus musicus, 
and is never seen (like its congener) to frequent the grass-fires. 
It is a less plentiful species than D. musicus, and its notes are 
neither so harsh nor so loud. 

[It may be proper to remark that the male specimen figured 
in Sir A. Smith’s ‘ Zoology of South Africa’ is there described as 
having the “ bill, legs, and claws reddish black, eyes deep 
brown.” —J. H. G.] 


231. LANIARIUS BoULBOUL (Lath.). Boulboul-Shrike. 

These birds are almost invariably seen in pairs; they frequent 
the dense bush, and are, I believe, equally distributed throughout 
the colony. Their notes are loud and curious: the male calls first, 
and is so immediately answered by the female that any one not 
acquainted with the fact would suppose all the notes to be uttered 
by the same bird. This Shrike builds a coarse, open nest in a 
low bush or tree. 

[A similar but somewhat more detailed account of the singular 
call-notes of this species is given by Le Vaillant (vol. ii. p. 76).— 
JAHRG) 


232. TELEPHONUS BACBAKIRI, Vieill. Bacbakiri Shrike. 

Male. Iris dusky; bill black; tarsi and feet dusky ash; 
gullet, gape, and tongue black. 

These birds are common amongst the hedges on the outskirts 
of the town of Pieter-Maritzburg; in fact, I have seen them 


352 Mr. J. H. Gurney on additional Species of Birds 


nowhere else, although I have shot over all the surrounding 
country. They hop about in the gardens in search of insects, 
much as a Thrush would do. Their notes are peculiarly loud 
and clear, and are chiefly heard at break of day, when they 
mount the nearest. bush or tree to catch the first rays of the 
sun: at other times they are generally silent. 


233. Sycosrus BICOLOR, Vieill. Solitary Weaver-bird. 

Female. Iris dark hazel; bill bluish ash-colour ; tarsi and feet 
dusky pale. 

These birds frequent the dense bush, and are found either 
singly or in pairs; their notes are harsh and very unmusical, 
their ordinary song resembling the squeaking of a wheel wanting 
grease. They are fond of climbing and hanging about thick 
creepers and the foliage of trees, in search of insects, much as 
some of the Barbets do, which birds they seem to me somewhat 
to resemble. The nest is hung from the tip of some bough m 
the thick bush; it is built in the form of a retort with the neck 
hanging downwards, and is composed of the tendrils of vines. 


234, ESTRELDA RUBRICATA, Licht. Ruddy Finch. © 

Male. Iris dusky ; bill and upper mandible ashy black ; under 
mandible ashy, but pink at the base; tarsi and feet dusky. 

These Finches are generally found in pairs, and never con- 
gregate like Estrelda astrild. Their food consists of grass-seeds ; 
they frequent rough high grass, hedgerows, and low underwood 
at the edges of the dense bush. Their nest is generally placed 
a foot or two from the ground, supported amongst coarse grass ; 
in shape it much resembles that of Estrelda astrild, but is built of 
coarser materials and lined with feathers; the eggs are of a pure 
white, and from four to six in number. 


235. EstRELDA SANGUINOLENTA, Temm. Sanguineous Finch. 

Male. Iris scarlet ; bill scarlet, but with the gonys and culmen 
black; tarsi and feet dusky. 

I found a flight of these tiny Finches feeding in some culti- 
vated grounds near Maritzburg in July; they were the first I 
have seen of this species. The plumage of the female was, I 
think, duller than that of the male. 
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236. Poxrosriza GuLARIS, Smith. Streaky-headed Sparrow. 

Male. Iris hazel; bill and upper mandible light brown ; under 
mandible pale ; tarsi and feet very light brown. 

I found two pairs of these birds about ten miles inland. One 
pair had built a nest in a low tree on the top of a very exposed 
hill; the other pair had built in the valley below, and had young 
ones in the month of December. 

The nests were open, but compact, with much downy substance 
about them. The sexes resemble each other in size and plumage. 


237. CALANDRELLA CINEREA (Vieill.): Le Vaill. Ois. d’Afr. 
pl. 199. C. ruficeps, Brehm. Lesser Rufous-headed Lark. 

Male. Iris dusky; bill nearly black; base of under mandible 
pale; tarsi and feet dusky. 

I found a pair of these birds near Maritzburg, and shot the 
specimen sent; they were running about over some ploughed 
ground in search of food. The stomach of this specimen con- 
tained seeds and small pebbles. They are the only examples of 
this species which I have seen. 


238. BARBATULA MINUTA, Temm. Little Tinker Barbet. 

Male. Iris very dark brown ; bill black ; tongue very thin, flat, 
and horny; tarsi and feet dark greenish ash. The note of this 
curious little bird so much resembles the tapping of a hammer 
on an anvil (having that peculiar metallic ring), that it is called 
in Natal the Tinker-bird. It is silent during the winter months, 
commencing its monotonous cry in the spring, and continuing it 
throughout the summer. 

They are numerous, but not easily seen, in consequence of 
their small size, and their habit of sitting quietly on the tops of 
thick bushy trees. When im search of food, they climb and 
creep about the thick foliage of trees. They inhabit the coast 
bush, being seldom found ten miles inland: those which I have 
seen at that distance from the coast were silent. The stomach 
of the specimen sent contained mulberries. 


239. DENDROBATES GRISEOCEPHALUS (Bodd.). Olive-co- 
loured Woodpecker. 
Male. Iris very dark; bill, upper mandible bluish black, 
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under mandible whitish in the centre ; tongue long, vermiform, 
horny, and barbed at the tip; tarsi and feet greenish ash. 

This Woodpecker is decidedly scarcer than either Dendrobates 
fulviscapus or Dendromus smithii. It frequents the dense bush, 
both on the coast and inland, and occurs either singly or in 
pairs. The stomach of the specimen sent contained white 
grubs. 


240. COLUMBA DELEGORGII, Verreaux. Delegorgue’s Pigeon. 

Male. Iris dark brown ; bill ash; bare skin round the eye, 
and also the tarsi and feet, dark pink. 

This bird was shot in November, and is the only one I have 
at present seen. The stomach contained the frothy larve of a 
small species of Cicada which is found here plentifully on the 
tops of trees. 


241. FRANCOLINUS LEVAILLANTII, Temm. Le Vaillaut’s 
Francolin. 

Female. Iris hazel; bill dusky yellow at the base ; tarsi and 
feet dull yellow. These birds are scarce on the coast, but more 
plentiful in the inland districts. They frequently le exceed- 
ingly close, and it requires a very good dog to find them. They 
are mostly found in small coveys, and are very good eating. 
Their call, which is generally uttered morning and evening, is 
harsh and loud. They frequent high grass and other good covert, 
and rise with aloud burr. Their flight is rapid and strong, and 
they generally manage to settle out of sight, behind some hillock 
or bush, where they are not easily found a second time. Their 
food consists of berries, fruits, seeds, and insects. 

[Mr. Layard, the Curator of the South-African Museum, in 
a paper recently published, makes the following remark with 
reference to this species :—“ It is a swamp bird, literally dwelling 
in water-covered grounds. I have shot them and Snipes with 
alternate barrels, standing up to my knees in water.” Vide 
‘Field’ newspaper, 21st May, 1864.—J. H. G.] 


242. GLAREOLA NORDMANNI, Fisch. Nordmann’s Pratincole. 
[Sent from Natal by Mr. Ayres, but without any accompany- 
ing particulars.—J. H. G.] 
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243. StREPSILAS INTERPRES, Linn. Turnstone. 

Female. Bill black ; tarsi and feet bright orange-red. There 
is under the skin a curious formation of flesh, between and 
around the eyes. This bird frequents the sea-shore. 


244, GRUS CARUNCULATA, Gmel. Caffre Crane. 

Iris orange-yellow ; bill light reddish brown ; bare warty skin 
at the base of the bill dull red; thighs, tarsi, and feet black. 

The Caffre Cranes are plentiful inland, but are seldom, if 
ever, seen on the coast. They may be found on the open plains, 
sometimes singly, at other times twenty or thirty in a flight. 
They appear to feed on grain and insects, preferring the former 
when attainable. They fly with neck and legs outstretched, 
the beat of their wings being very quick, considering the size of 
the bird; and during their flight, if in sufficient numbers, they 
form the usual letter V, like Swans and Geese. 


245. GALLINAGO NIGRIPENNIS, Bon. South-African Snipe. 

Male. Iris brown; bill dark brown ; tarsi and feet dull yel- 
lowish green. This Snipe was killed inland. Its flight was 
precisely like that of the common English Snipe. Its stomach 
contained small insects and pebbles. 


246. FULIGULA BRUNNEA, Eyton. Brown Pochard. 

Female. Iris very dark hazel; bill ash-colour, dusky at the 
base; tarsi and feet dark ash-colour. Shot in November on the 
Sea-cow Lake. 


247. Prion BANKSII (Smith). Banks’s Petrel. 

Female. Iris dark blue; bill dark ash or slate-colour. Many 
hundreds of these birds were cast ashore here dead in August 
1862. Those which I saw were much emaciated, having evi- 
dently been weakened by want of food, and thus rendered unable 
to fly or to combat the stormy seas, and at length dying from 
sheer exhaustion. Now and then one was cast ashore alive, but 
died soon afterwards. 


248. PHALACROCORAX CAPENSIS, Sparrm. Cape Cormorant. 

Male. Iris bluish white; bill pale, dusky on the ridge ; 
tarsi and feet black. Thousands of these Cormorants appeared 
on the coast and in our bay at the latter end of the year 1862, 
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but, I think, did not remain more than a month. I am told that 
the coolies went with sacks at night and caught numbers on the 
rocks, at the bluff where they roosted. 

The sexes in this species do not differ in size or plumage. 


[The following notes and remarks relate to species which have 
been included in my previous lists of Natal birds.—J. H. G.] 


SPIZAETUS SPILOGASTER, Du Bus. Spizaétus zonurus, Miller. 
Spizaétus ayresii, Gurney. Ayres’s Hawk-Eagle. 

[The Natal department of the International Exhibition of 
1862 contained an adult, or nearly adult, male of Spizaétus 
spilogaster, which was subsequently presented to the Norwich 
Museum, through the liberality of my friend Dr. R. J. Mann, 
of Natal. This specimen has a small occipital crest, which is 
certainly but seldom developed in the ordinary plumage of this 
species, but which much resembles that of the individual de- 
scribed by me in the ‘Ibis’ (1862, p. 150) under the name of 
Spizaétus ayresii. I have subsequently seen three other speci- 
mens of this Hawk-Eagle, in different stages of plumage, pro- 
cured by the late Dr. Dickinson in the Zambesi country, and de- 
scribed by Dr. Sclater in the present Number of the‘ Ibis? A 
comparison of these specimens with the two Natal birds in the 
Norwich Museum has convinced me that the bird named by 
me Spizaétus ayresii is in reality the immature state of Spizactus 
spilogaster; and that the presence or absence of an occipital 
crest is simply accidental in individuals of this species, and does 
not denote a specific distinction. 

This Hawk-Eagle is evidently very closely allied to the Bonelli’s 
Eagle, Nisaétus fasciatus (Vieillot), to which it bears an especial 
resemblance in the character of the changes of its plumage, from 
the immature to the adult state —J. H. G.] 


AVICIDA VERREAUXH, Lafr. South African Pern. 

Female adult. Iris light yellow ; bill black; under mandible 
bluish at the base, cere light yellow; tarsi and feet yellow. 
Stomach contained remains of a green Mantis, of locusts, and 
of a Chameleon. 


[This specics was included by me in a former list of Natal 
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birds under the name of Avicida cuculoides of Swainson, my 
impression being that the West-African and South-African races 
were identical. I have never had an opportunity of seeing the 
West-African bird; but I observe that Dr. Hartlaub, in his 
work on the Birds of West Africa, treats it as distinct from 
the present race, to which he applies the specific term which, in 
deference to his high authority, I have above adopted. In Dr. 
Hartlaub’s work on the ‘ Birds of Madagascar,’ he quotes Pernis 
madagascariensis of Smith as a synonym of Avicida verreauxii ; 
but this I find, by inspection of a specimen brought from Mada- 
` gascar and referred to in the ‘ Ibis,’ 1863, p. 177, is an error. 
The Madagascar bird is an Avicida, but differs from that found 
in Natal in having a larger bill and broader tail-feathers. The 
Madagascar specimen which I examined was apparently imma- 
ture; the colouring of its plumage much resembled that of the 
Natal species in its immature state.—J. H. G.] 


ASTUR MELANOLEUCUS, Smith. Black-and-White Goshawk. 

Male, immature. Iris light dusky brown; bill dusky bluish at 
the tip, cere yellowish green; tarsi and feet pale yellow. This 
bird was caught alive in a hedge in Pieter-Maritzburg ; its 
stomach contained rats. 

[The above-named specimen is a very young one, and, from 
the quantity of down adhering to its feathers, would appear to 
have quitted the nest prematurely. The colouring of its plu- 
mage much resembles that of a rufous-coloured individual of the 
young of A. palumbarius. In the adult state, both sexes of this 
bird are sometimes found with the lower parts white, and some- 
times with the whole lower surface black. Mr. Ayres, who has 
sent me both forms from Natal (where, however, the white- 
breasted appears to be much the commoner of the two), considers 
them as distinct species; and this view is strongly supported by 
Professor Schlegel, who, in his recent work on the Birds of the 
Leyden Museum, even places the two races in distinct genera, 
considering the black-breasted to be an Astur, and the white- 
breasted a Nisus (vide ‘Muséum des Pays-Bas,’ Astures, pp. 15 
and 37). Dr. Hartlaub, on the contrary, in his work on the 
Birds of West Africa, treats the white-breasted birds as being 
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in a second or intermediate plumage, and the black-breasted as 
specimens of the same species when fully adult. I have myself 
very little doubt of the specific identity of the two forms, though 
further observation is required to place the matter on a perfectly 
clear footing. There can, I think, be no doubt that it was a 
white-breasted individual of this species which was mistaken by 
Le Vaillant, when seen by him on the wing, for a specimen of 
Circus melanoleucus (vide ‘Ois. d’ Afrique, vol.i.p.135).—J.H.G. ] 


PHASMOPTYNX CAPENSIS, Smith. African Short-eared Owl. 

These Owls appear to me to be more numerous inland than 
on the coast, frequenting marshy ground in open country. 
Their flight is very noisless. If disturbed, they fly but a short 
distance, and then alight again. 


NECTARINIA COLLARIS, Vieill. Little Blue-banded Sun-bird. 

Male. Iris dark; tarsi and feet black. These birds are 
decidedly scarce, though found throughout Natal. Small in- 
sects appear to form their principal diet. The females seem 
much to outnumber the males; I have sometimes seen four or 
five females accompanied by one male. 


Dicrurvs musicus, Vieill. Musical Drongo. 

Male. Iris dark red; bill, tarsi, and feet black. These birds 
are plentiful throughout the coast districts, and are generally 
found in pairs, excepting during the winter months, when they 
hasten from fire to fire as the grass is burnt, and take insects on 
the wing as they are driven out; in fact, I have frequently seen 
them dart through the densest smoke in their eagerness to seize 
some coveted morsel. They are intrepid little birds, attacking 
without hesitation the largest Raptores ; and they are especially 
fond of bullying any unlucky Owl or strange bird that attracts 
their notice, rising quickly and repeatedly in the air, and darting 
upon the back of, or making feints at, the object of their aversion, 
at the same time uttering loud and harsh notes of alarm or 
defiance, and spreading and shutting the tail very quickly, which 
has a curious appearance. Many small birds collect at once to 
add their voices to the hubbub, until they fairly worry their 
victim away. These Drongos appear particularly fond of bees, 
feeding on scarcely anything else when these are plentiful; so 
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that a few of them would soon clear a hive. They generally 
take up a position on a dead bough of any convenient tree, and 
dart from thence upon insects as they pass. Their ordinary flight 
is of a dipping character. 


Corus striatus, Gmel. Striated Coly. 

These Colies are always found in small companies, excepting 
during the time of breeding. They inhabit the bush, and are fond 
of climbing about and sunning themselves on any trees well 
covered with thick creeping plants. They are destructive in a 
garden, attacking soft fruits, such as loquats, &c. I rather think 
that when roosting they hang with their heads downwards, the 
whole family being nestled together; but those I have seen have 
generally fiown off so quickly that I could not be positively 
certain as to their position. 


COLUMBA TRIGONIGERA, Wagl. Roussard Pigeon. 

Male. The iris is double, the outer ring red, the inner tawny ; 
bill black ; bare skin round the eye dark lake-red ; tarsi and feet 
dull red. During the winter months these Pigeons assemble in 
considerable flights and feed on the cultivated grounds and farms 
inland, picking up the Indian corn and other grain that has 
fallen to the ground. 

They are numerous in the environs of Maritzburg, and afford 
very good sport, the early morning being the best time to get 
them; they are very goodeating. Their note is much the same 
as that of the common tame Pigeon. They are sometimes found 
on the coast, but not plentifully. 


PERISTERA TYMPANISTRIA, Temm. Tambourine Dove. 

Male. Iris hazel; bill dark purple; tarsi and feet deep pink. 
These pretty Doves inhabit the bushy country on the coast-line, 
gradually becoming scarcer as we proceed inland. Their note is 
a soft and melancholy coo-coo, uttered slowly at first, then gra- 
dually more and more quickly, until at last it ends in a pro- 
longed rattle. They feed on the seeds of trees that drop on 
the ground (such as those of the castor-oil plant, which is indi- 
genous here), and they may be seen actively running about in 
search of such food. Their flight is exceedingly rapid ; they are 


found singly or in pairs, but never in companies. 
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Evropotts carrra, Licht. Stanley Bustard. 

Male. Iris light hazel; bill, upper mandible dusky, under 
yellowish ; tarsi and feet dingy yellowish white. This specimen 
weighed in the flesh 20 lbs. It was one of five which I met 
with, all apparently of the same size or thereabouts. It fell dead 
at a hundred yards, struck by one of Eley’s green cartridges. 


TOTANUS GLAREOLA (Linn.). Wood Sandpiper. 

Female. Iris very dark brown; bill black; nostrils linear ; 
tarsi and feet dingy olive-green. Contents of stomach, insects. 

Small inland streamlets and shallow pools seem to be the 
favourite haunts of these birds; they are found either solitary 
or in pairs, and rise much like a Snipe, their flight being very 


rapid. 


GALLINAGO MAJOR (Gmel.). Great Snipe. 

The females appear to be much more scarce than the males. 
I should say, eight or ten of the latter to one of the former 
would be about the proportion. The stomachs of these Snipes 
contain small insects, soft beetles, &c. 


PARRA CAPENSIS, Smith. Lesser African Jacana. 

Iris light hazel; bill bright brown; tarsi and feet light 
greenish brown. The male is precisely similar in size and 
plumage to the female. I found numbers of these beautiful 
Jacanas on the Sea-cow Lake. In habits they much resemble 
the larger kind, running with ease on the weeds which appear 
on the surface; they are rather shy. If, in searching for food, 
they happen to approach a large Jacana (Parra africana), they 
are immediately chased away ; and as both kinds are plentiful in 
that locality, and feed all day long, there is constant squabbling 
amongst them. There is one habit they have which I have not 
noticed in the other Jacanas, viz. the dipping the head up and 
down, like some of the smaller Plovers. 

[With reference to the concluding observation of Mr. Ayres, it 
may be worthy of remark that Mr. W. K. Parker, alluding to 
the anatomical affinities of the genus Parra, in the ‘ Proceedings 
of the Zoological Society’ for 1863 (p. 513), uses the following 
expressions :—“ The Jacanas are essentially Plovers, though they 
have something of the Rail in them, especially in their skull; 
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and they are united to the typical forms by other Spur-winged 
Plovers.”—J. H. G.] 


GALLINULA PuMILA, Sclater. South African Lesser Water- 
hen. 

All I can ascertain of Gallinula pumila is that the last speci- 
men sent was shot at the Umschali Lakes, not many miles this 
side the Zulu border, and within three or four miles of the coast. 
The irides were light red, the bill greenish yellow, frontal shield 
bright red, tarsi and feet drab. 

[My friend Mr. C. J. Andersson, to whom I am indebted for 
a specimen of this rare Gallinule, collected by him in Damara- 
land, informs me that “it is found sparingly on the Okavango 
River, is very shy, and lives in thick reeds, like all the rest of 
the family ; its food also is very similar.” 

The typical specimen of this Gallinule, which was figured in the 
< Ibis’ for 1859, and which is preserved m the British Museum, 
is apparently not quite adult, the specimens which I have sub- 
sequently received from Mr. Andersson and Mr. Ayres being 
decidedly darker, and also more olivaceous in their colouring.— 


J. HG] 


XXIX.— Descriptions of four new Species of Formosan Birds ; 
with further Notes on the Ornithology of the Island. By 
ROBERT SWINHOE. 


Kittacincla auricularis, sp. nov. Pileo alis caudaque æneo-nigris : 
hujus rectricibus ad apicem, illarum 3, 4, 5, et 6 remigi- 
bus externe cinereis: dorso et scapularibus cum pectore 
griseo-fuscis: uropygio partibusque inferioribus castaneis, 
ventre tamen dilutiore, axillaribus fere albis : rostro nigro : 
pedibus pallide carneis. Ante oculos et circa caput utrinque 
vitta currit alba usque etiam ad auriculares, que sunt valde 
protractæ, unde est extractum nomen specificale. Long. 
tota 8°7 poll.; ale 4; caudæ 4°5; tarsi 1:2. 


Long, fibrous, white auriculars about one inch in length. 
Quills of the wing graduated, the sixth being the longest. Tail 
much graduated, the feathers broad, ending obtusely with mu- 
cronate tips; claws well curved for perching; hind tve strong, 
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